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or less elongated bell-shaped dome, surmounted by a ringed spire,
crowned by a hti ('umbrella' capital), the whole resting on a series
of receding terraces, usually three or five in number, a beautiful
example of which is the Mangalazedi pagoda.   The other group
consists of temples properly so called; they are rectangular in plan,
some only one storey high, with a porch forming the entrance: over
the sanctuary, raised on the terraces, rises a sikhara (spire).   Others
consist of an enormous central brick pile, round which one or two
walls are built, forming one or two corridors running around the
pile; of these, some have two or three or more sanctuaries super-
posed, each diminishing in size, from the topmost of which rises the
spire; splendid examples are the Gawdawpalin and the Thatpyimiyu.
This massive architecture, which seems to be peculiar to Pagan, was
most probably derived from Bengal*5 Out of these forty-three monu-
ments, forty-one have been thoroughly repaired and work at another
has begun.   They were found in all stages of decay, and what pre-
served them, in most cases, from utter ruin was, besides the dry
climate, the enormous thickness of the walls in which the flights of
steps ascending from storey to storey were built.   The equilateral
arches supporting the superincumbent weight of the enormous walls
were often found to be a source of imminent danger when they had
wholly or in part crumbled down.   The work was not one of recon-
struction, but merely of conservation, rebuilding only such parts,
mostly battlements, of which numerous original models were at
hand;  and endeavouring always by means of tinted cement or
plaster to merge the new work with the old so as to make them
barely distinguishable.

At Old Prome, if we are to judge from the numerous mounds of
ruins covering a very large area, the monuments, much older than
those at Pagan, must have also been very numerous. Only a few
remain, ranging from the fifth-sixth to the ninth or tenth centuries.